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“The Soul — Guiding Bodhisattva” and “Padmapani”
Li— Ling
(China’ s National Museam , Beijing 100009, China)

Keywords: Avalokitesvara Belief soul — guiding Bodhisattva Padmapani
Abstract: Among the exquisite paintings on silk banners discovered in the Library cave at Dunhuang some have been assigned the title
"the Soul ~ guiding Bodhisattva”

Bodhisattvas” belong to one typology of the Avalokitesvara’s manifestations. The religious function of this Bodhisattva is to act as an

. Through analyses of their iconographic features, it is possible to establish that such ”Soul — guiding

aide to the Amitabha by leading the souls of the deceased towards life in the Pure Land of the West. The motive of ”"Padmapani” is
“also very popular in Tibetan statuary. The author investigation has proved that although the formal representation and title of this
“Padmapani” are different, both "the Soul — guiding Bodhisattva” of the Han population and the Tibetan ”Padmapani” coincide in
terms of their religious function: they are different iconographic representations in different religious branches of the same

Avalokitesvara.
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