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Genres Study of Gilding Bronze Guanyin Bodhisattva Statues in Early Periods of

Christian Age
He Zhiguo
[Abstract] Gilding bronze Guanyin bodhisattva statues in the early periods of Christian age rose in around the 470s, with
Padmapani statues as the prevailing model (type A, B,C) . In early 6th century, preaching—positioned and giving—posi-

tioned Guanyin bodhisattva statues modeled on Buddha were created

(type D,E,F). In late Northern Wei Dynasty (

507-534), preaching-positioned Guanyin bodhisattva statues outnumbered Padmapani statues in various types. By
Northern Zhou and Northern Qi period (551-580) , preaching—positioned Guanyin bodhisattva statues became dominant,
with two or more statues besides the main in the middle. ( three—piece Guanyin bodhisattva statues, type A and B). The
statues originated on the Buddhism scripture translated by Kumarajiva. The fact that people considered Guanyin bod-
hisattva as Buddha underlined the popularity of gilding bronze Guanyin bodhisattva statues at thattime.

[Key Words] 5th —6th Century A.D., Gilding Bronze Guanyin Bodhisattva Statues in Christian Age, Type, Period, Character—

istics
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