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Images of a Canine Deity in Chinese Zoroastrian Art

Teng Lei

ABSTRACT: Zoroastrians held the dog in high regard, and in their daily life and religious
practices the dog also occupied a significant place. On the basis of archaeological materials
of Xianjiao (Zoroastrianism or Mazdaism) newly discovered in China, the author presents a
discussion of canine images in ancient Xianjiao art, and distinguishes three types of canine
image that appear in the Chinese materials: ordinary images of a canine deity; a winged
canine deity; and the senmurv or dog-headed bird deity. These may cast light on the process of
Zoroastrianism transmission and cultural interchange.

KEY WORDS: Zoroastrian art; dog; Sino-Western cultural interaction.

Origins and Typology of Zhaxi-lima Sculptures in the Qing Palace
Collection

Ma Yunhua

ABSTRACT: The distinctive features, rich imagery and exquisite workmanship of Zhaxi-
lima figures give them a unique place among Buddhist statuary in the collection of the Palace
Museum, and most bear a yellow imperial inscription. The author embarks on his study by
first examining these inscriptions and correlating them with archival sources, and then closely
studies their origins, types and subject matter. These figurines exerted a profound influence on
the style of Buddhist statuary in the Qing palaces and played a major role in forging political,
economic and cultural relations between Tibet and China.

KEY WORDS: Qing palaces; Tashilhunpo monastery; Zhaxi-lima; tribute; image forms.
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